Democracy; Demosthenian

It’s nothing so monumental; at first
Nothing of grandeur, nothing of burst
Something of seminal, something of seed
Partly subliminal; something we need

When dignity speaks “You and I, we are each
in the image of God and naught can impeach
and nothing intrude, and nothing deface
the reflection of God in the whole human race
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Can’t tell where the time has flown,
Into the great unknown, I guess,
It seems that only yesterday,
I spoke before the DLS,

A chapter colonized - I did, 
Alumni twelve, our future hid,
Iraq and Lookout Mountain (write)
I worked for DKE - in sight,

Printed in West Sussex when
I lived at Zeta Zeta then,
In Washington (the state), Vermont,
Mt Hope New York - Times Roman font,

In Arizona’s desert dry,
Writing found, and still was I,
Before a Moonrise, neath a mount, 
Unknown would be the printed bount-

-y, in the journal Dickinson,
Emily was printed - stun -
Son of Man and Son of God,
Who cleared the path I finally trod,

So to the farm returning I,
Angus, corn, the cobalt sky:
Reminding me of Berkeley-town, 
Ann Arbor, Athens Georgia, down

And upward, circle, spiral spin,
Moving forward, back again,
Is time a circle or a line?
As DNA it’s each entwin-

-ing past and present, future, All 
That at the last combines, in Fall

Tabernacle
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I know a tribe with blood of blue,
Worn and weathered as a shoe,
I know a tribe with blood of red;
New and vibrant, robust bred.

I asked em both What do you think?
About this Earth - upon the brink –

"Scant we stumbled on this place,
Humble shant, the human race;
Bound in love for God are we,
Because profound He's trod with me
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Undulating ancient glass,

1800’s light did pass,

Slight distortions, mostly clear:
Taught us ne’er the truth to fear.

Thursday Evening, Lil-Soc Night,
Upper Chamber, rising height,
(Salon-lalk in Chamber-low)

Mind all sharp, some words Lo sow.

Federal Archileclure murmur:

“Plain, your point, and brief, your humor,
Keep the vulgar phrase at bay.

For every curse, a fine you'll pay.”

Heart-pine floor below. Above,
Vaulted ceiling, leaves you'd love
Gazing on,when speaker spoke
Far too long, strong-winded bloke.

Honored Logue (his name means “word”)
Helped us rise above the herd,

Taught us Greco-Roman form,

Civil talk ought be the norm.

Palladian-cyed, Fourth-oldest Hall,

In whose room, behind whose wall,
Southern Gents agreed to partner
Eight bricef years from college charter.*

On the Quad, upon a limb,
Winter Cardinal (evening dim)
Pauses, preening feathers red,
Hearkening, to what is said:

Contra Scandal, Kemp-at-hand,
Football-Graft-Collusion fanned,
Fiery fusion, never dumb.
Sender-Message-Hearer, plumb

Plumb the depth, and length, and heighl,
Once a year we'd lalk All Nighl,

Solve and salve a weary world -

Green on Gold, our name unfurled.

Reagan-Decade (ours) replete

With sweet milk and toughest meat,
Food for thought - from heart to head -
Argue long, then yawn for bed.

Sons and Steve’s would slow our pace,
Feed our Greco-Roman race,

Stop at Steve’s? Too crowded. Sons?
“Between the Earth,” we’d drop our guns

To lift a mug with head of foam,

Lo, Here's to Greece. No, Here's to Rome.
Then, Here's to where our Cacsar sits:
Free from Theocratic fits.

“Self-important!” critics taunt,

“Look at them, they flex and vaunt,
Boasllul thoughts, so proud and grand.”
When in fac, our feel, they land

Fast upon firm soil and gril.
Aristotle’s smile (To wit...
Plato’s nodding...) both agree:
Demosthenians bow the knee,

Bow their knee and bend their thought:
Discourse Free For All, Words Ought
Ever and Anon endure,

Thus Children's Children dwell secure.

Alexander Ream DLS AD 1987
*UGA 1795, DLS 1803, Hall 1824
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